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GOY. SCHWEITZER TO DELIVER UM COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
MISSOULA -
Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer will offer remarks to send some 2,500 University of 
Montana graduates into the world Saturday, May 13.
The governor will address the class of 2006 during UM’s 109th Commencement 
exercises at the Adams Center. The ceremony for professional schools and colleges begins at 
9:30 a.m., while the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of Technology ceremony 
starts at 2 p.m.
Schweitzer became Montana’s 23rd governor in January 2005, after being elected as the 
state’s first Democratic governor since 1988. He has frequently captured national headlines for 
his innovative ideas regarding prescription drug pricing for seniors and solving America’s 
dependence on foreign oil with alternative energy sources.
The path that led Schweitzer to the State Capitol is full of diverse life experiences. 
Raised in a cattle-ranching family, he flies planes and has a Montana Boiler’s license and a 
chemical applicator’s license.
The governor earned a bachelor of science degree in international agronomy from 
Colorado State University and a master of science degree in soil science from Montana State
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University. After marrying Nancy, his college sweetheart, the two began a career of irrigation 
development that took them to Africa, Asia, Europe and South America.
In 1986 the couple returned to Montana to ranch and build an irrigation business. 
Schweitzer has owned and operated farms in Flathead, Sanders, Rosebud and Judith Basin 
counties. Appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Schweitzer served on the Montana 
State USD A Farm Service Agency committee for seven years. In 1995 Schweitzer received an 
award from the agriculture secretary for outreach efforts to American Indians. He has actively 
developed and implemented national farm policy and has served on the National Drought Task 
Force since 1999.
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